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Orange brown Yellow ochre Lake brown Spectrum violet Olive Sepia

Feb 5/68 Feb 5/68 Feb 5/68 Aug 8/67 Jul 5/67

Pre-Decimal Machins

Vermillion Stewart blue Reddish purple Light green Scarlet Duck egg blue

Jan 6/69 Jul 1/68 Feb 5/68 Jul 1/68 Jul 1/68 Jan 6/69

Winchester green Light olive brown Aconite violet
Turquoise and

garter blue
Orange and
olive brown

Aug 8/67 Jul 1/68 Jun 5/67 Aug 8/67 Jun 5/67

Peat brown Raspberry red Sapphire blue Blue black

Mar 5/69 Mar 5/69 Mar 5/69 Mar 5/69� with loop in £ 
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Decimal Machins
‘Regular’ Perforations

Turquoise blue Crimson Charcoal black Deep grey-green Greenish grey

Feb 15/71 Feb 15/71 Feb 15/71 Feb 15/71 Aug 20/79� Narrow
� value

Pale magenta Rose madder Ultramarine Rose red Shocking pink Grey green

Feb 15/71 Jan 14/81 Feb 15/71 Oct 22/80 Oct 10/89� Narrow
� value

Feb 15/71

Greyish violet Greyish rose Ash pink (red brown) Deep violet Pastel green

Feb 15/71 Jan 27/82 Jul 26/88 Oct 24/73 Feb 15/71

Lime green Cerulean blue Red brown Brick  red Pale chestnut

Sep 10/91 Sep 4/74 Dec 74 Oct 29/85 Feb 15/71

Purple-brown Rust brown Turquoise Turquoise Cobalt blue Bluish grey

Mar 30/83 Feb 15/71 Jan 30/80 Sep 3/84� Narrow
� value

Jul 26/88 Oct 24/73



M  A  C  H  I  N  S
“B

as
ic

“ 
M

ac
hi

ns
, P

ag
e 

B–
3,

 ©
 2

00
3–

20
11

, 2
01

2 
Ro

bi
n 

H
ar

ris
w

w
w

.a
dm

in
w

ar
e.

ca

Blood red Yellowish green Orange and black Bluish violet Deep lilac

Oct 24/73 Sep 24/75 Feb 15/71 Feb 25/76 Feb 16/76

Terracotta and orange 
brown Greyish orange Greyish orange Light tan Yellow Greyish blue

Aug 11/71 Feb 25/76 Sep 4/84� Narrow
� value

Sep 4/90 Feb 25/76 Apr 26/78

Decimal Machins
‘Regular’ Perforations

Pastel red Rust brown Mushroom Yellowish green Emerald green

Feb 25/76 Aug 15/79 Jan 14/81 Jan 30/80 Oct 29/85

Pastel green Grey green Light brown Red brown Greyish blue Dark blue

Jan 27/82 Aug 15/79 Aug 28/84 Jan 30/80 Jan 14/81 Aug 23/88

Ultramarine Light blue Light violet Light mushroom Light brown

Aug 15/79 Aug 23/88 Jan 14/81 Mar 30/83 Jan 27/82
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Decimal Machins
‘Regular’ Perforations

Pastel green Greyish blue Dark blue Chestnut brown Bluish violet Grey green

Jan 30/80 Mar 30/83 Sep 4/90 Jan 30/80 Jan 14/81 Aug 28/84

Violet Terracotta Rust Lilac Salmon pink

Aug 28/84 Sep 26/89 Sep 10/91 Jan 14/81 Feb 6/96

Light green Flame Grey green Purplish grey Sea green Black

Sep 10/91 Aug 23/88 Jan 27/82 Feb 25/76 Aug 23/88 Sep 26/89

Ultramarine Deep blue Moss green Flame Pastel red Light green

Mar 30/83 Oct 22/80 Aug 28/84 Sep 4/90 Mar 30/83 Aug 23/88

Post office red Post office red Stone Rust Mauve

Jan 27/82 Aug 4/87� Narrow
� value

Sep 4/90 Aug 23/88 Sep 4/90
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Decimal Machins
‘Regular’ Perforations

Lilac Ultramarine Dark turquoise Emerald green Yellow brown

Mar 30/83 Sep 4/90 Aug 23/88 Sep 4/90 Aug 28/84

Bluish violet Sand Slate blue Yellow brown Purple Sage green

Mar 30/83 Aug 23/88 Sep 10/91 Jan 27/82 Sep 26/89 Sep 26/89

Ochre Sand Charcoal grey Charcoal grey

Feb 2/77 Mar 13/90 Jan 30/80 Feb 23/88� Narrow
� value

Slate blue Purple Dark brown Old gold Red Amethyst

Sep 26/89 Sep 10/91 Aug 23/88 Sep 10/91 Sep 26/89 Sep 10/91
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Sea green Light green Stone Salmon pink

Dec 7/93 Jun 25/96 Mar 31/09 Oct 26/93

Dark maroon Dark green Cobalt blue Ash pink Brown Lime green

Jun 8/93 Apr 11/95 Dec 14/93 Jun 8/93 Jan 7/10� New font Apr 27/93

Light grey Shocking pink Old gold Orange Light tan Dark turquoise

Apr 20/99 Apr 1/04 Apr 25/00 Apr 5/05 Jun 8/93 Aug 1/06

Decimal Machins
Elliptical Perforations

Salmon pink Shocking pink Pink Olive Olive green

Aug 1/06 Aug 1/08 Mar 27/07 Mar 31/09 Oct 26/93

Rust Gold Light grey Sage green Purple

Jun 25/96 Apr 21/97 Oct 26/93 Jul 27/93 Jun 25/96
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Decimal Machins
Elliptical Perforations

Slate blue Lime green Old gold Dark brown Lime green

Apr 25/00 May 6/03 Aug 17/93 Apr 1/04 Apr 5/05

Ultramarine Amethyst Charcoal black Olive green Red Ultramarine

Oct 26/93 Jun 25/96 Jul 4/02 Mar 28/06 Oct 26/93 Apr 20/99

Shocking pink Light grey Grey blue Dark turquoise

Jun 25/96 Apr 1/04 Apr 25/00 Apr 1/04

Stone Red Sage green Dark brown Emerald green

Oct 26/93 Apr 25/00 Jul 4/02 Jun 25/96 Apr 1/04

Stone Ultramarine Amethyst Old gold Sea green

Apr 20/99 Mar 28/06 Apr 25/00 Apr 5/05 Jul 4/02
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Dark turquoise Amethyst Stone Red Emerald green

Apr 25/00 Mar 30/10 Jul 4/02 Mar 28/06 Mar 27/07

Sea green Shocking pink Ultramarine Mauve Mauve Ruby

Apr 1/08 Mar 30/10 Mar 31/09 Mar 30/10 Aug 22/95 Jun 5/07

Lime green Slate blue Emerald green Red Emerald green Sea green

Apr 1/08 Aug 9/94 Mar 30/10 Mar 31/09 Jun 25/96 Apr 20/99

Decimal Machins
Elliptical Perforations

Amethyst Rust Sand Light grey Rust Rust

Mar 27/07 Mar 28/06 Dec 14/93 Mar 27/07 Mar 27/07 Jan 7/10� New font

Dark turquoise Terracotta Slate blue Purple Grey blue

Mar 30/10 Jul 1/03 Jul 1/03 Jul 1/03 Jul 1/03
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Terracotta Deep grey-blue Dull purple Brown

Mar 9/99 Mar 9/99 Mar 9/99 Mar 9/99

Engraved

Decimal Machins
Elliptical Perforations
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Decimal Machins
Large Size

Cerise Olive green Sapphire blue Blue black

Jun 17/70 Jun 17/70 Jun 17/70 Sep 27/73� no loop in £ 

Olive and greenish yellow Blue-green and buff Blue-black and mauve Blue-green and buff

Feb 2/77 Aug 3/83 Aug 28/84 Sep 17/85

Blue-black and lilac Blue-black and buff Purple brown and pale green Royal blue and pale pink

Sep 2/86 Sep 2/86 Feb 2/77 Feb 2/77
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Decimal Machins
Non-value Indicated

Horizontal format

Black Flame Light blue Dark blue

Aug 22/89 Aug 7/90 Aug 22/89 Aug 7/90

Flame Gold Brownish olive Light blue

Apr 6/93 Apr 21/97 Jan 6/00 Apr 6/93

Engraved Letterpress Embossed

Feb 16/99 Feb 16/99 Feb 16/99

Large Size

Flame Light blue

Oct 19/93 Mar 18/97

Elliptical Perforations
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Decimal Machins
Non-value Indicated

Dark blue

Jan 19/99

Dark grey Ultramarine Red

Apr 1/04 Mar 27/03 Mar 27/03

Europe

Air mail

Dark green Purple

Mar 30/10 Mar 30/10
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Gold Light blue

Aug 1/06 Aug 1/06

Pricing in Proportion (PIP)

Gold Light blue

Aug 1/06 Aug 1/06

Decimal Machins
Non-value Indicated

Flame Flame

Nov 17/09 Nov 17/09

Recorded Signed For

Silver (and blue) Blue (and silver)

Oct 26/10 Oct 26/10

Special Delivery
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Decimal Machins
Security Features

Sea green Bright pink Orange Ruby Lime green Emerald

Mar 29/11 Mar 29/11 Apr 25/12 Feb 17/09 Mar 29/11 Apr 25/12

Gold Diamond blue Light blue

Feb 17/09 Apr 25/12 Feb 17/09

Dark maroon Dark green Ask pink Light tan Light green Light grey

Mar 8/11 Mar 8/11 Mar 8/11 Mar 8/11 Mar 8/11 Feb 17/09

Terracotta Sage green Amethyst Slate blue Purple Grey blue

Feb 17/09 Mar 29/11 Apr 25/12 Feb 17/09 Feb 17/09 Feb 17/09

Gold Diamond blue Blue

Feb 17/09 Feb 6/12 Feb 17/09
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Black Black

Aug 18/09 Feb 15/00

Decimal Machins
1840 Anniversary

Bright blue Black and cream Purple Slate blue Red

Jan 10/90 Jan 10/90 Jan 10/90 Jan 10/90 Jan 10/90

Black

Apr 17/90� no cream
� in Victoria image

Elliptical Perforations
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Pale Magenta Ultramarine Purple Pale chestnut

Jul 7/71 Jul 7/71 Jul 7/71 Jul 7/71

Decimal Machins
Isle of Man
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Decimal Machins
Northern Ireland

‘Regular’ Perforations

Pale magenta Ultramarine Grey green Steel blue Purple

Jul 7/71 Jul 7/71 Jan 23/74 Jan 23/74 Jul 7/71

Deep violet Cerulean blue Red brown Pale chestnut Red Yellowish green

Jan 23/74 Jan 14/76 Jan 18/78 Jul 7/71 Jan 23/74 Jan 14/76

Bluish violet Greyish orange Greyish blue Pastel red Mushroom

Jan 18/78 Oct 20/76 Jan 18/78 Oct 20/76 Apr 8/81

Yellowish green Emerald green Pastel green Light brown Red brown

Jul 23/80 Jan 7/86 Feb 24/82 Oct 23/84 Jul 23/80

Greyish blue Dark blue Ultramarine Light blue Light violet

Apr 8/81 Nov 8/88 Jul 23/80 Nov 28/89 Feb 24/82
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Light mushroom Greyish blue Dark blue Bluish violet Grey green Light green

Apr 27/83 Oct 23/84 Dec 4/90 Apr 8/81 Jan 6/87 Dec 3/91

Flame Grey green Black Ultramarine Deep blue

Nov 8/88 Feb 24/82 Nov 28/89 Apr 27/83 Apr 8/81

Moss green Flame Light green Terracotta Rust

Oct 23/84 Dec 4/90 Nov 8/88 Nov 28/89 Dec 3/91

Red Red Stone Bluish violet Slate blue

Feb 24/82 Jan 27/87� Narrow
� value

Dec 4/90 Apr 27/83 Dec 3/91

Lilac Dark turquoise Slate blue Red Amethyst

Oct 23/84 Nov 8/88 Nov 28/89 Dec 4/90 Dec 3/91

Decimal Machins
Northern Ireland

‘Regular’ Perforations
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Olive green Light green Salmon pink Rust

Dec 7/93 Jul 23/96 Dec 7/93 Jul 23/96

Emerald green Sea green Dark turquoise

Jul 23/96 Jun 8/99 Apr 25/00

Sage green Amethyst Ultramarine Grey blue Stone

Dec 7/93 Jul 23/96 Jun 8/99 Apr 25/00 Dec 7/93

Flame

Feb 15/00

Decimal Machins
Northern Ireland

‘Elliptical’ Perforations

Non-value Indicated
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Decimal Machins
Scotland

‘Regular’ Perforations

Pale magenta Ultramarine Grey green Steel blue Purple

Jul 7/71 Jul 7/71 Jan 23/74 Jan 23/74 Jul 7/71

Deep violet Cerulean blue Red brown Pale chestnut Red Yellowish green

Jan 23/74 Jan 14/76 Jan 18/78 Jul 7/71 Jan 23/74 Jan 14/76

Bluish violet Greyish orange Greyish blue Pastel red Mushroom

Jan 18/78 Oct 20/76 Jan 18/78 Oct 20/76 Apr 8/81

Yellowish green Emerald green Pastel green Light brown Red brown

Jul 23/80 Jan 7/86 Feb 24/82 Oct 23/84 Jul 23/80

Greyish blue Dark blue Ultramarine Light blue Light violet

Apr 8/81 Nov 8/88 Jul 23/80 Nov 28/89 Feb 24/82
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Light mushroom Greyish blue Dark blue Bluish violet Grey green Light green

Apr 27/83 Oct 23/84 Dec 4/90 Apr 8/81 Jan 6/87 Dec 3/91

Flame Grey green Black Ultramarine Deep blue

Nov 8/88 Feb 24/82 Nov 28/89 Apr 27/83 Apr 8/81

Moss green Flame Light green Terracotta Rust

Oct 23/84 Dec 4/90 Nov 8/88 Nov 28/89 Dec 3/91

Red Red Stone Bluish violet Slate blue

Feb 24/82 Jan 27/87� Narrow
� value

Dec 4/90 Apr 27/83 Dec 3/91

Lilac Dark turquoise Slate blue Red Amethyst

Oct 23/84 Nov 8/88 Nov 28/89 Dec 4/90 Dec 3/91

Decimal Machins
Scotland

‘Regular’ Perforations
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Olive green Light green Salmon pink Rust

Dec 7/93 Jul 23/96 Dec 7/93 Jul 23/96

Sage green Amethyst Stone Emerald green

Dec 7/93 Jul 23/96 Dec 7/93 Jul 23/96

Flame

Feb 15/00

Decimal Machins
Scotland

‘Elliptical’ Perforations

Non-value Indicated
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Decimal Machins
Wales

‘Regular’ Perforations

Pale magenta Ultramarine Grey green Steel blue Purple

Jul 7/71 Jul 7/71 Jan 23/74 Jan 23/74 Jul 7/71

Deep violet Cerulean blue Red brown Pale chestnut Red Yellowish green

Jan 23/74 Jan 14/76 Jan 18/78 Jul 7/71 Jan 23/74 Jan 14/76

Bluish violet Greyish orange Greyish blue Pastel red Mushroom

Jan 18/78 Oct 20/76 Jan 18/78 Oct 20/76 Apr 8/81

Yellowish green Emerald green Pastel green Light brown Red brown

Jul 23/80 Jan 7/86 Feb 24/82 Oct 23/84 Jul 23/80

Greyish blue Dark blue Ultramarine Light blue Light violet

Apr 8/81 Nov 8/88 Jul 23/80 Nov 28/89 Feb 24/82
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Light mushroom Greyish blue Dark blue Bluish violet Grey green Light green

Apr 27/83 Oct 23/84 Dec 4/90 Apr 8/81 Jan 6/87 Dec 3/91

Flame Grey green Black Ultramarine Deep blue

Nov 8/88 Feb 24/82 Nov 28/89 Apr 27/83 Apr 8/81

Moss green Flame Light green Terracotta Rust

Oct 23/84 Dec 4/90 Nov 8/88 Nov 28/89 Dec 3/91

Red Red Stone Bluish violet Slate blue

Feb 24/82 Jan 27/87� Narrow
� value

Dec 4/90 Apr 27/83 Dec 3/91

Lilac Dark turquoise Slate blue Red Amethyst

Oct 23/84 Nov 8/88 Nov 28/89 Dec 4/90 Dec 3/91

Decimal Machins
Wales

‘Regular’ Perforations
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Olive green Light green Salmon pink Rust

Dec 7/93 Jul 23/96 Dec 7/93 Jul 23/96

Sage green Amethyst Stone Emerald green

Dec 7/93 Jul 23/96 Dec 7/93 Jul 23/96

Flame

Feb 15/00

Decimal Machins
Wales

‘Elliptical’ Perforations

Non-value Indicated

Currency symbol removed

Light green Rust Amethyst Emerald green

Jul 1/97 May 28/97 Jul 1/97 Jul 1/97
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