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 John M. Hillmer

 John M. Hillmer, long-standing member of 
BNAPS and the Elizabethan II Study Group, 
passed away April 20 in Toronto, ON.

 John specialized and studied the Caricature 
and Landscape Defi nitives issued by Canada 
from 1972 to 1976. His spectacular exhibits, 
entered at major philatelic exhibitions across 
Canada and Western United States, earned 
high national level medals and respect. The 
Corgi Times began illustrating some of John’s 
material in past issues (with much more to 
come).

 John retired from the Ontario Provincial 
Police with a rank of Staff  Superintendent 
aft er a distinguished thirty-year career. A 
passionate philatelist, John will be remembered for his enduring contributions 
to the hobby.

 Our heartfelt condolences to Marion, his love.Copies mailed: 134

3¢ Golden-eyed  Lacewing
by: Robin Harris

 A fascinating design error exists on the 3¢ Golden-eyed Lacewing (Sc. 2235) low-value Benefi cial Insect defi nitive 
issued October 12, 2007.

 Four of the fi ft y stamps have an inscription placement error. 
The word ‘Canada’ is touching the name of the insect on the fi rst 
four stamps in the second row of the pane. “Canada” should be 
further to left  (i.e. not touching the name of the insect), as it is on 
the other 46 stamps of this pane and the other four denominations 
in the Benefi cial Insect series).

 This mistake, found on all panes, would have occured at the 
time the pane was being layed out. What a fascinating error/
variety.

 I received an e-mail in mid-April describing this variety, which 
was immediately noted on my website and passed along to both 
Scott  Publishing and Canadian Stamp News. Unfortunately I do 
not know who the original discoverer of this was; too bad, it would be nice to acknowledge them.

 Scott  has assigned the number 2235a to this variety.

 Personally, I think this error (along with the recent ‘fl ipped lighthouse’, Sc. 2253) will generate a lot of interest from 
collectors. Anything that gets collectors to look at their stamps more closely is positive. What about value? I wouldn’t plan 
my retirement on trying to ‘corner the market’. Remember that every pane has this variety with 1 in 12 stamps showing 
it. If a ‘normal’ 3¢ stamp is worth only 3¢, then the error can, at most, be worth only 36¢.

Left: normal; Right: design error

Scott number changes
see page 83

Dues notice ...
included with this issue
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Who are We?

We are the Elizabethan II Study Group under 
the auspices of the British North America 
Philatelic Society (BNAPS) — The Society for 
Canadian Philately.

Our journal, the Corgi Times is published 6 
times a year.

With the exception of the 1967–73 Centennial 
Defi nitives, we study all aspects of Canadian 
philately during the Elizabethan era.

BNAPS
Website:   www.bnaps.org

Membership information:

 Peter Jacobi, Secretary
 #6 - 2168 -150 A St.
 Surrey, BC V4A 9W4
 Canada
 E-mail: pjacobi@shaw.ca

Elizabethan II Study Group

Chairman

 Harry C. Machum
 Box 123
 Little Current, ON P0P 1K0
 Canada

Treasurer

 Ronald Rush
 30 Forest Hill Cres
 Fonthill, ON  L0S 1E1
 Canada

Corgi Times Index . . . . . . Robert McGuinness

Market Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vacant

Paper Trails . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rick Penko

Auction . . . . . . . . joint with Centennial group

Website:
www.adminware.ca/esg

Annual Dues

  US and Canadian addresses is US$15.00. 
Canadian addresses option of C$15.00. 
All others US$19.00.

  Please make cheques payable to “The 
Elizabethan II Study Group” and send to 
Robin Harris, Editor at the address listed 
to the right.

Articles with no by-line are written or com-
piled by the Editor. All articles are ©2007 by 
the author and/or the Elizabethan Study Group.

Corgi Times

Editor:
 Robin Harris
 PO Box 104
 Seddons Corner, MB  R0E 1X0
 Canada
 E-mail: corgi@adminware.ca
 Phone: (204) 268-9395

Back Issues:

 Sample or single issues C$3.50, US$3.50 each.

  (Six issues per volume) Vol I through V C$17/vol, 
US$17.00/vol; Vol VI C$21, US$21; Vol VII 
C$18.50, US$18.50; Vol VIII to XIII C$20/vol, 
US$20/vol

Corgi Times is produced with Adobe InDesign CS®  for Windows. Manuscripts should be submitted to the 
Editor at the address above. Electronic format is preferred but not required. Scanned illustrations (300dpi, 
colour, actual size, JPEG or TIFF, black background), if available, should be sent as separate fi les from text 
fi les. Lower quality images will not be printed and will likely result in the article not being printed.

 Canada Post News

 Do we like more stamps being issued by Canada? Sure we do! Every new 
issue is a part of the Elizabethan era — right up our alley. Here is what Canada 
Post is up to these days...

* Flipped Flag FDC

 In the last issue of Corgi Times 
we noted that a correct image 
of the “fl ipped fl ag” defi nitive 
would be released May 1, 2008 
in booklets of 30 stamps. In 
addition, we noted that Canada 
Post would not be producing an 
offi  cial fi rst day cover.

 Did you prepare a fi rst day 
cover for this stamp? I have only 
heard of two collectors who prepared covers on the fi rst day of release. Illustrated 
below are the two examples (Winnipeg, MB and Ott awa, ON) that have been 
reported to date.

Original (flipped image) Corrected image

Corrected Lighthouse image First Day Covers from Winnipeg, MB and Ottawa, ON
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 Study Group Business

* New members

 Kenneth Eade (ON)
 Harold Ford (GA)
 Rick Germann (BC)
 William Greig (ON)
 John Tucker (ON)

Planning Calendar

This is a listing of major exhibitions and bourses with a large content of both Canadian 
Exhibits and Canadian dealers. Minimum listing criteria: two day event; 1000 page 
exhibition; 18 dealer bourse with 50% off ering Canadian material.

The goal is to list events far in advance to encourage either exhibiting or att endance 
and preferably both.

2008
Aug 29–31 — BNAPEX 2008: Halifax, NS

 Postal Rates Books

 As an Elizabethan II Study Group member you can pick up these valuable reference books at a much reduced price 
below retail. The chart notes the various pricing for both Volume I and Volume II. Send your order to: Robin Harris, 
PO  Box 104, Seddons Corner, MB  R0E 1X0 Canada.

Postal Rates and Fees of the 
Elizabethan Era From Canada
1952–2005

Volume I
Domestic

Volume II
USA & Int’l

ESG members C $62.95
US $62.95

C $34.95
US $34.95

Non-members C $89.95
US $89.65

C $49.95
US $49.95

Postage:

   Canada C $10.00 C $10.00

   USA US $13.00 US $13.00

   Int’l (surface) US $16.50 US $16.50

(502 pages) (275 pages)

Nov 2004 Apr 2007

Exchange rate subject to change

Postal Rates and Fees of the Elizabethan Era In 
Canada
1952–2002

 Mail Delivery

 How good is the mail delivery that you receive? I’d like to relate a couple of mail delivery stories that happened to me 
in late March and early April of this year.

 The fi rst item involves an oversize lett er mailed from the Yellowknife, NT to myself. The envelope was cancelled 
March 14 (Friday) in Yellowknife and spray cancelled March 18 (Tuesday) in Edmonton, AB. I received it March 26 
(Wednesday). That is 12 days on the calendar, but 8 business days.

 Generally I fi nd that it takes an extra day to receive a mailing that I used to receive when I lived in Winnipeg. That 
makes sense, doesn’t it? If it takes three days to get from Point A to Winnipeg, it would then need another day to get to a 
rural sett ing some 50km outside of Winnipeg.

 How about this ... I found a product of interest that, in Canada, was only available through Time Life Canada. They 
stock and mail their items from Georgetown, ON which is just east of Toronto. Another ESG member, Rick Penko, who 
now lives in Texas, ordered the exact same item from the Time Life USA branch (about one hour aft er I ordered mine). 
Time Life USA stock and ship their items from Des Moines, Iowa. These were ordered March 25 (Tuesday). Rick received 
his on March 31 (Monday) — a total of four business days, assuming it was shipped immediately upon being ordered.

 My order entered the mail stream on March 28 (Friday). It arrived, via Canada Post, on April 8 (Tuesday). A total of 
seven business days, with two weekends in between. That is actually fairly good service for an Expedited parcel from 
rural location to another rural location ... at least compared to an oversize lett ermail item that took several days longer!
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  Canada Post  2007 Stamp Program
Issue dates are subject to change by Canada Post. Shaded entries are changed/new from the last time we presented this list.

Issued Description Scott#

Nov 1 Christmas
 • Permanent™ (52¢) Reindeer in booklet of 12
 • Permanent™ (52¢) Hope in booklet of 12
 • 93¢ Joy in booklet of 6
 • $1.55 Peace in booket of 6

2239
2240
2241
2242

Dec 27 Rate-change defi nitives
 • Permanent™ (52¢) Island Red Orchid, coil of 100
 • 96¢ Janet Elizabeth “Fire Dancer” Orchid, coil of 50, booklet of 6
 • $1.15 Memoria Evelyn Light Orchid, coil of 50, booklet of 6
 • $1.60 Kaleidoscope “Conni” Orchid, coil of 50, booklet of 6
 • $4.23 souvenir sheet of 4

 • Permanent™ (52¢) Queen Elizabeth II, booklet of 10
 • Permanent™ (52¢) × 5 Flag over Lighthouse, booklet of 10

2244
2245, 54
2246, 55
2247, 56

2248
2249–53

   Canada Post  2008 Stamp Program
Issue dates are subject to change by Canada Post. Shaded entries are changed/new from the last time we presented this list.

Issued Description Scott#

Jan 8 Year of the Rat
 • 52¢ single
 • $1.60 souvenir sheet
 • uncut press sheet
 • two Prepaid postal cards — one for each postage stamp design

2257
2258

Jan 15 Permanent™ (52¢) Celebration (booklet of 6) 2259

Feb 1 Permanent™ (52¢) Island Red Orchid, coil of 3,000 and 5,000 2244a

Mar 3 Peonies
 • 52¢ pair in self-adhesive booklet of 10
 • 52¢ pair in gummed souvenir sheet
 • two Prepaid postal cards — one for each postage stamp design

2261–62
2260

Mar 7 52¢ University of Alberta (booklet of 8) 2263

Mar 7 52¢ University of British Columbia (booklet of 8)
 • and gutter block containing Alberta and British Columbia

2264

Apr 3 52¢ 2008 IIHF World Championships (booklet of 10; two different covers)

Apr 21 52¢ Guide Dogs (booklet of 10)

May 1 Permanent™ (52¢) Flag over Lighthouses (booklet of 30), with corrected design

May 2 52¢ Canadian Industries — Oil and Gas (2 stamps in booklet of 10)

May 16 52¢ Founding of Quebec City (joint issue with France)

May 21 Arts Canada : Yousuf Karsh
 • 52¢ Karsh self-portrait (pane of 16)
 • 96¢ Audrey Hepburn (self-adhesive booklet of 8)
 • $1.60 Winston Churchill (self-adhesive booklet of 8)
 • gummed souvenir sheet of 3
 • uncut press sheet
 • gutter booklet
 • four Prepaid postal cards

Jun 4 52¢ Royal Canadian Mint

Jun 16 52¢ Canadian Nurses Association (booklet of 10)

Jun 20 Anne of Green Gables (joint issue with Japan)
 • 52¢ pair in self-adhesive booklet of 10
 • 52¢ pair in gummed souvenir sheet
 • two Prepaid postal cards — one for each postage stamp design

Jun 30 Canadians in Hollywood: The Sequel
 • 52¢ Norma Shearer
 • 52¢ Chief Dan George
 • 52¢ Marie Dressler
 • 52¢ Raymond Burr
 • self-adhesive booklet of 8 (4 different covers)
 • gummed souvenir sheet of 4
 • four Prepaid postal cards — one for each postage stamp design
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 Scott Number Changes

 The 2009 Scott  Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, Volume 2 (countries C-F), lists several number changes for Canada. 
Most of the numbers for the Leaf defi nitives and high-value Wildlife defi nitives have been changed, many for a second 
time. In one instance, the $5 Moose has had four diff erent catalogue numbers over the years (is that a record?)!

Description Origi-
nal 
Sc#

Sc # 
change in 
Apr 2006

Sc # 
change in 
Apr 2008

46c QE II 1682 no 
change 1681

46c Flag 
over Ice-
bergs

1687 no 
change 1682

47c QE II 1683 no 
change

no 
change

55c Maple 
Leaf 1692 no 

change 1684

73c Maple 
Leaf 1694 1693 1685

95c Maple 
Leaf 1696 1694 1686

$1 Loon 1697 1695 1687

$1 Deer 1696 1688

$1 Walrus 1697 1689

$2 Polar 
Bear 1698 no 

change 1690

Description Origi-
nal 
Sc#

Sc # 
change in 
Apr 2006

Sc # 
change in 
Apr 2008

$2 Falcon 1699 1691

$2 Horse 1700 1692

$5 Moose
2007, 
then 
1699

1701 1693

$8 Grizzly 
Bear 1700 1702 1694

46c Flag 
(coil) 1703 no 

change 1695

45c Leaf 
(ATM) 1714 no 

change 1696

45c Leaf 
(coil) 1714B no 

change 1697

46c Flag 
over Ice-
bergs

1705 no 
change 1698

46c Leaf 
(ATM) 1706 no 

change 1699

47c Flag 
over 
Inukshuk

1707 no 
change 1700By the way, Scott “warned” us over the years that this was forthcoming. 

From page 92 of their 2006 catalogue is found the following note below 
1714B: “These stamps may be added to the previous definitive set.”



Corgi Times May-June 200884

 49¢ Maple Leaf Coil
by: Bill Robertson

 Reviewing my stock of 49¢ Maple Leaf coil (Sc. 2053, 
issued Sep 2004) and noted the following:

 a.  First issue available in local post offi  ces was the 
light blue/weak stem, no nibs in die cut. The 
philatelic stock (strips of ten only) was in the dark 
blue/strong stem. Did not locate any dark blue in 
local post offi  ces at that time.

 b.  Second issue, light blue/weak stem, no nibs in 
perf die cut, 

 c.  Third issue, nibs (11mm spacing) in perf die cut

 d.  Fourth issue, nibs, 3.5mm tagging edges are wavy/corners rounded compared to the straight edges in the 
1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th issues, and the orange ink is non-fl uorescent*. 

 e.  Fift h issue, 4mm tagging, nibs.

 * all other issues have fl uorescent orange ink

 Nibs in the perf die cut can be found in 2053ii and should may be considered for future cataloguing. Would 
appreciate some feedback on above from Elizabethan Study Group if possible.

by: Robin Harris

 Here is a summary table that I created, based on the above information from Bill, and a quick sort of a few 
hundred used examples I have from a portion of our “hoard”:

Right: location of nibs

 Founding of Québec City

 Have you checked your new Québec City stamp under an ultraviolet light? When you 
do, look in the upper right corner ... notice the hidden image?

 By the way, Canada Post’s Summer 2008 Collections catalogue includes the France joint 
issue stamp. Included in these listings is a France-Canada joint souvenit sheet that suggests 
(at least according to the shrunken image) a unique Canadian stamp may be present! We 
will have to wait until these items become available on June 23, 2008 to view in person.

Flrsc. orange ink NF orange ink

Dark blue/
strong stem

Light blue/
weak stem

No nibs Nibs (11mm spacing)

3½mm tag 4mm tag 3½mm tag

2053 2053iv x 2053ii x

The Scott/Unitrade number is shown; those with an “x” have not yet been
assigned a Unitrade number.

 The most signifi cant item in the above discussion is the non-fl uorescent orange ink variety. It is not rare, but is harder 
to fi nd than the fl uorescent orange ink variety. I have many used examples but have not seen a mint one yet. The second 
item of importance is the existance of the “nibs” joining adjacent stamps together. The nibs are very easily seen on 
multiple mint examples; on single used specimens, a magnifying glass may be needed to see the nibs.
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Some Problems with rating  Priority Post “On Demand” covers
by: John Aitken

 Priority Post “On Demand” service — whereby the general public could obtain service without a contract — became 
available January 1, 1982. As noted in the Postal Rates and Fees of the Elizabethan Era in Canada 1952–2002 handbook (Chung/
Machum/Narbonne), page 113, stamps could be used on the mailed item until early 1988. It is this period that I am 
interested in.

 Priority Post was intended for fast postal service between major centres. The rates for the service between major 
centres are listed in Postal Rates and Fees of the Elizabethan Era in Canada 1952–2002 pages 114-116. However, as noted in the 
Canada Gazett e, Part 2, vol. 116, No 1 ( SOR 82-25, dated 13/1/82 ) p.78 (For)

 “(a)  a post offi  ce listed in Schedule XXVIII and a post offi  ce associated with another post offi  ce listed in that schedule, 
the rate of postage payable is $1.00 per item plus the rate set out for that item in Schedule XV to the Rate of Postage 
Regulations; and

 (b)   a post offi  ce associated with a post offi  ce listed in Schedule XXVIII and a post offi  ce associated with another post 
offi  ce listed in that schedule, the rate of postage payable is $2.00 per item plus the rate set out for that item in 
Schedule XV . . .”

 I have no covers illustrating these additional charges. However, I do have two covers from the 1983-87 period. The 
fi rst (Fig. 2) was sent from St. John Port Joli, PQ 21/VI/85 to Montreal. St. Jean Port Joli is about 90 km down river from 
Quebec City. Quebec to Montreal was rate code 2 @ $7.42 for 0 – 1 kg. This cover was charged $7.95, which = rate code 3 for 
0 – 1 kg. So it appears that there has been a change from charging $1.00 as (a) above to adding 1 rate code for an associate 
offi  ce.

 The second item (Fig. 1) was sent 26/03/86 from St. Leon MB to Regina, Saskatchewan St. Leon is about 125 km WSW 
of Winnipeg. The Priority Post rate code for Winnipeg to Regina was 3, i.e. $7.95. Here, $9.01 was charged, apparently rate 
code 5. Can someone explain why the surcharge is 2 rate codes?

 Figure 3 is a fee chart, apparently issued July 1983 for London, Windsor and Kitchener Ontario. As well as the rates 
it seems to list the “ associated offi  ces”. Judging by the two covers I have illustrated, this list must have been greatly 
expanded at some time.

Figure 1
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Figure 2
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Figure 3
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Elizabethan II  Market Place

 Classifi ed listings in the Market Place are $1.00 for 25 words. Additional words are 5¢ each. Camera ready display 
ads (preferably 300dpi, black and white tiff  scans) pertaining primarily to the Elizabethan era will be accepted at the 
following rates: ⅛ page $5.00; ¼ page $8.00; ½ page $15.00 and a full page at $30.00. 25% discount for four consecutive 
insertions of the same ad.

 Full payment must accompany ad. Payment in Canadian funds to: Elizabethan II Study Group. Mail to Editor: Robin 
Harris, PO Box 104, Seddons Corner, MB R0E 1X0, Canada.

For Sale

Schering Corporation Limited First Day Covers, 1975 to 1982. 
White no. 10 size envelopes with generic cachet illustrating the 
3d Beaver, a magnifying glass, tongs, etc., with either English 
or French text. Each with inscription blocks of 4. Most have 
enclosures advertising pharmaceutical products and all are 
unopened addressed back to Schering. Fine condition. English 
text - $2 each. French text - $3 each. Write for details to Andrew 
Chung, P.O. Box 89111, Westdale RPO, Hamilton, ON L8S 4R5.

Self-adhesive Die Cut “ Perforation” Gauge

 In the last Corgi Times we announced the availability of a transparent perforation gauge 
that was developed by myself and printed by ESG member Mirko Zatka of Zatka Philately 
in Calgary, AB. Tha gauge ranges from 5.3 up to 10 and can be used on the modern self-
adhesive stamps issued by Canada Post, most notably the Flower coils.

 Mirko and I have agreed to distribute the gauge via the Elizabethan II Study Group 
with any proceeds being donated to the ESG. Mirko will produce the gauge and cover the 
printing costs himself while I will distribute the gauges via the ESG. The gauge has been 
promoted by Canadian Stamp News in a couple of the recent issues.

 As of this writing (Jun 13) I have received requests for 125 gauges from 92 individuals 
resulting in over $400 in postage donations to the ESG ... and one new ESG member!

 Although it is not-for-profi t, there is a small cost to off set the printing and distribution. 
Here is the ‘offi  cial’ blurb on this:

   While perforation gauges are common among stamp collectors, no gauge has been 
found in the marketplace that allows measurement of die-cuts on the current Flower 
defi nitive coil series due to their coarse nature. Thanks to a couple of members of the 
BNAPS Elizabethan II Stamp Study Group, such a gauge has now been created to 
help collectors work with this issue. It has been produced on clear plastic fi lm, with 
measurements ranging from gauge 5.3 to 10.0. The gauge is available by mail in 
return for a postage donation to the Study Group of $2.50 per gauge and a SASE #10 
envelope (Canadian stamps only, please). For gauges to be mailed outside Canada 
and the US, please send an additional 
$1.60 in Canadian stamps to cover return 
postage (no SASE required).

Requests should be sent to:

 The Editor, Corgi Times
 P.O. Box 104
 Seddons Corners, MB  R0E 1X0
 Canada Transparent gauge ranging 

from 5.3 to 10
(image has been reduced)

To Canada and USA:

  $2.50 in mint Canadian postage 
stamps and SASE

To International:

  $4.10 in mint Canadian postage 
stamps or cash
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 Canadian & BNA Fakes, Facsimiles, Reprints, Forgeries and Postal Counterfeits

 Richard Gratt on, FRPSC, an expertizer of Canadian stamps, has published an 88-page, hardbound book (11” x 8½”) 
titled Canadian & BNA Fakes, Facsimiles, Reprints, Forgeries and Postal Counterfeits. It is subtitled First Full Color Edition, 
Catalog 2008. Richard had an exhibit on Lunar New Year errors, varieties and fakes in the recent Royal 2008 show held in 
Quebec City in mid May.

 Richard worked in Research & Development as a scientist at the Domtar Research Center and later as a Technical 
manager in various paper mills. He is now the Corporate Technology Director - Papermaking for Domtar.

 The book “lists and illustrates in full color, almost everything that is presently available in the stamp market”. For the 
Elizabethan-era collector, eight pages list and illustrate stamps and covers of your collecting fi eld.

 An interesting aspect of the book is that “ten diff erent types of fi ne papers were intentionally used to produce this fi rst 
edition in order to educate the readers about some properties of papers: wove, smooth, uncoated, coated, calendared, 
dull and fl uorescent, high brightness, bâtonné, regular copy, off set and thin papers.” [I do not know if a reprint or second 
edition will include this feature.] 

 Illustrated below is one of the pages which lists Elizabethen-era material. 

 For more information, contact Richard at: C.P. 202, Windsor, Québec, J1S 2L8 Canada (gratt onrich54@hotmail.com).



Corgi Times May-June 200890

 Yousuf Karsh
by: Robin Harris

 May 21st saw the release of a set of 3 
stamps honouring Yousuf Karsh in the Art 
Canada series. As noted in the April to June 
2008 Canada Post Details magazine, “over a 
sixty-year career, working from his Ott awa 
studio, [Karsh] photographed the people 
who defi ned the 20th century in a way that 
explained them to the world.”

 Canada Post certainly took advantage 
of this popular subject by including a 
photo of Audrey Hepburn on the USA-rate 
stamp (96¢) and Sir Winston Churchill on the international-rate stamp ($1.60) and issuing the stamps in several formats 
including a pane of 16 (52¢), self-adhesive booklets (96¢ and $1.60), souvenir sheet of 3, uncut press sheet, a ‘gutt er 
booklet’, and four Prepaid postal cards.

 Two items of particular interest will be discussed here: the other portraits included on the pane of 16 and souvenir 
sheet, and the gutt er booklet.
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Jessye Norman (1990)

Dwight D. Eisenhower 
(1946)
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Karsh Portraits

 The souvenir sheet of 3 stamps and the 52¢ pane 
of 16 stamps include many additional portraits 
taken by Karsh over his career. Here is a listing of 
them:

 The 52¢ pane of 16 stamps featuring a self-
portrait of Yousuf Karsh includes, in the horizontal 
gutt er between the second and third row of 
stamps, the same additional portraits shown on 
the souvenir sheet. This is illustrated to the right.

Booklet Gutt er

 Canada Post off ered a gutt er booklet, containing 
half a booklet of 96¢ Hepburn stamps and half 
a booklet of $1.60 Churchill stamps combined 
together.

 This is the third gutt er booklet that Canada 
Post has sold in the last couple of years (the others 
being the Parks in 2007 and the Universities in 
2008).

 However, in this instance, two types of “back” 
covers are available:

 *  one type includes the ‘front’ cover of each  
booklet value

 *  a second type has the ‘back’ cover of each 
booklet value

 Your order from Canada Post would supply 
you with one or the other, but not both. I don’t 
believe it is/was possible to order a certain cover 
(or an example of each cover). [My order had the 
‘front’ type. Unfortunately, the two examples I 
received were creased and the replacements were 
damaged worse! Oh well, I can always use them 
for postage.]
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 Riopelle Souvenir Sheet

 It turns out there are TWO versions of the $1.25 Riopelle souvenir sheet (Sc. 2003) to collect. The two varieties are about 
evenly split in quantities (based on a sampling of over 100 souvenir sheets) — I would like to hear from others who may 
have large quantities of this souvenir sheet to confi rm this ratio.

 One variety has two extra perforation holes in the design of the large dove (shown below in the bott om image). Here is 
a case where an image is defi nitely worth a thousand words. The new variety will be listed in the next Unitrade catalogue. 
A group of Riopelle art stamps were issued in 2003; interesting that this variety took this long to come to light.

 I initially heard of this variety via an e-mail from Jacques Charbonneau on May 20th. His report noted the extra hole 
on the right wing. Subsequently, ESG member Mirko Zatka, while looking through his stock, noted that there is actually 
a second extra hole on the left  wing of the dove.
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 $1.55 The Little Larkspur

 Mirko Zatka has passed along an interesting 
printing variety on the $1.55 The Litt le Larkspur 
coil defi nitive (Sc. 2197).

 As seen in the illustrations, the ink colour for 
the denomination is a “dry print”.

PERMANENT™ Coil Roll of 3,000

 Mirko Zatka has been able to order a full roll of 
3,000 stamps of the PERMANENT™ fl ower stamp 
that was issued February 1, 2008 (Sc. 2244a). We 
illustrate here several diff erent images of the roll 
and box. 

 Thanks Mirko!
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 Letters from Home
by: John Burnett , OTB (#9 of a series)

Use of the Centennial of the Yukon Gold Rush Stamps

 On June 15, 1996 Canada issued a miniature pane of ten stamps to commemorate the centennial of the Yukon gold rush. The pane 
contained identical pairs (vertically) of each of fi ve stamps.

 My mom was right on top of the release and on July 22 sent me a small packet containing yet another of my Royal Navy fi ction novels 
from the litt le book store in Vancouver.

 She had on hand a booklet of the High Technologies commemorative stamps of February 1995 and so two pair of them was added to 
“make up” the $6.30 “Small Packet” rate for up to 750 grams.

 As you can see my mom was scrupulously honest when she made out the 
customs declaration shown in fi gure 2. These used paperback books which are still 
in my offi  ce, having been read more than once now, ended up costing me a prett y 
penny I can tell you. There were fourteen books in the set all costing me about $6 
each and another $6 in postage.

 To date I have not found a piece on envelope with a single Yukon Centennial 
commemorative paying postage in period. I doubt there are very many pieces with 
the whole miniature pane on them used in period as “make up”; I think this item is 
rare.

 Mom had also included some used stamps in the packet. She religiously soaked 
all stamps off  any lett ers she received, unless they had a commemorative stamp on 
the envelope, and then the whole envelope was sent. I paid dearly for those used 
defi nitive stamps I can tell you!

 I urge each of you to work at fi nding Canadian Elizabethan era commemoratives 
and defi nitives used on cover within their period of issue. Someday in the not to 
distant future someone is going to discover this stuff  is “diffi  cult to acquire”. I am 
also a collector of KGVI material and have been watching the price of the 1937 
defi nitives sky rocket in price as people are starting to see them in exhibits.

Figure 2
Showing the Customs Declaration which shows the 
package weight at 583 grams for one used book and 
some used stamps.

Figure 1
Dated July 22, 1996 this miniature pane complete with selvedge inscriptions 
in both French and English pays part of the $6.30 postage rate to the 
United States for a small packet of 583 grams.


